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Tartan xxi. 11, 12. 


The Burden of Dunk He calleth to me ous 

— "of. Serr, Watchman, what. of the Night: 5 

Watchman, what of the Night ? The Hates 

man ſaid, The Morning cometh, and alſo 
tlie Night If ye wals enquire, __ de; 

15 return, come. . 5 


A 2 thing 


(HERE are ern! rhe 7 in OY - 
| book, both in the preceding and follow- : 
ing . which are called burdens ; which 
contain fad and heavy judgments, grievous ca- 
| lamities and diſtreſſes, that ſhould come upon 
nations, and foretel the ruin and deſtruction of 
kingdoms and ſtates, and which may be the rea- 
fon why they are ſo called; though it muſt be 
owned, that there are ſome prophecies which 


* this name, that bring good tidings of good nn 


1 * 


things a, yet more rarely. There are no leſs 
than three prophecies of this name in this chap- 
ter. The words of the text are one, and there 
is one before them, and another after them. 
The chapter begins with the burden of the deſert 
of the fea, or plain of the ſea ; which deſcribes 
the city of Babylon, atterwards named, and 
which was built on a plain, and in a watry place, 8 
5 the river Euphrates; and it is uſual with 
Jewiſh writers, inſpired or uninſpired, to call 
any confluence of water a fea; whoſe deſtruo- 
tion is foretold as what would be by the Medes 
and Perſians; and theſe are mentioned by name, ; 
ver. 2. as well as ſignified by a chariot with a 
covple of Deren ver 7. and its ruin is de- 
| _ elared in expreſs words a. 
is delivered out in ſuch a manner, as may eaſilx 
be accommodated to myſtical Babylon; who is 
rggreſeuted as in a wilderneſs, ſitting on many 
Waters, agreeable to ver. 1. whoſe deſtruction 
will be by the liog of the tribe of Judah; ſee ver. 8. 
and which is expreſſed by the ſelf-ſame words as 
are in ver. 9. and that for the comfort of the 
Lord's people, ver. 10 b. 1 
- The prophecy in our text is called the burden 
of Duma, ; whether i it reſpects the "ANG, 


4-4 Vid. Zach i ix. 1. 9. — ri. 1. 10. 
| * Rev. xvü. j. 3. and v. 5. and xix, 1120. and Xviii. 2. 4. 
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particularly the Dumean Arabians, or whether 
the Edomites or Idumeans, is a matter of queſ- 
tion: ſome think the former, becauſe Dumah 
was a ſon of Iſhmael, Gen. xxv. 14. and of 
bim Aben Ezra and Kimchi interpret it here; 
and there was a place in Arabia called Du mathae: . 
| but others are of opinion, that the latter, the : 
Edomites or Idumeans are intended; and the 
? Septuagint verſion render the words, the von 
/ ldumea; and the Arabic verſion calls thema 
prophecy concerning Edom and Seir; and ſo 
Jarchi by Dumah underſtands Edom : and the 
rather the Edomites may be thought to be here 
meant, ſince a diſtin& prophecy concerning — 
Arabia follows after, and becauſe mention is 
made of Seir, which Was a mountain that be- ” 
longed to, and was inhabited by the Edomites d: 
he calleth to me out of Seir, or there was a cry 
out of Scir:z one called from thence to the 
watchman, and aſked him a queſtion ; to which 
he returned an anſwer, and alſo gave ſome ad- - = 
vice. Now let it be obſerved, "that this pro- 
phecy 1 may refer to the time when Edom ſhould } 
be a poſſe Mon. and Seir alſo ſhould be a poſſe Non — 
for has enemies; that is, be poſſeſſed by the Jews, 
| as f 1s foretold e they would ; and which was ful- | 


e Vid, Hiller. Onomaſlicon Sacre p N 797. . 
4 Gen. xxxvi. 8, 9. 1 5 e Numb, *xiv. 18. 


filled 
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1 Vid Buxtork. Lexic, Tei. col. 30% 37, &c. 
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filled before the coming of Chriſt, when the 
Jews and Idumeans were mixed together: and 
the latter, at leaſt many of them, embraced the 
Jewiſh religion f, and fo had knowledge of the 
Mieſſiah and his coming; and perhaps ſome of 
them favingly believed in him; and theſe, ſome 
one or more of them, or, however, the Jews 
that were in Seir, or in Idumea, may be thought 
do be here enquiring after him, when he would _ 
come and put an end to the then preſent night 
| of darkneſs, and make the morning of the goſpel 
| Giſpenſation; and it may be further d pe 
| that as Eſau or Edom may be conſidered as a | 
type of anti-chriſt, the Edomites may 3 
ttcjhe anti- chriſtian party. Jerom ſays 3, that 
ſiome of the Hebrews read Roma for Duma here, 
and ſuppoſe that the Roman empire is deſigned; 
and certain it is, that nothing is more common 
with them, than to call the Roman empire, and 
Rome it elf, Edom, and the Romans, or Papiſts, 
Edomites b. Now, as in the darkeſt times of 
| Popery, there were ſome that roſe up as wit | 
neſſes to the truth, there were others that em» 
braced it; who doubtleſs enquired of the wit- 
neſſes, the watchmen, when the night of Popiſh 
darkneſs would be over, and N break 
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forth; and it is eaſy to obſerve, that a little be- 
fore the deſtruction of Babylon, God will have 
z people in her, whom he will call to come fortn 
out of the midſt of her, that they partake not 
of her ſins, nor of her plagues i; and theſe, ſenn- 
ſble of the ſtate of darkneſs they are in, maß 
be ſuppoſed to be enquiring after latter day light : f 
and glory. Theſe ſhort hints may ſerve to give 

us a little light into this obſcure paſſage ; and 
which will open more and more as we go o along, 8 
. the following things. | 


Y Who the watchman i is that is here applied 


unto. | 


II. The i which; is put to ou and 


: repeated, Watchman, what of the noght £ 2 | 
Watchman, what of the night? 


III. The watchman” s abr to it, The 


morning cometh, and a iſo the night. 


IV. An exhortation | upon it, which may 


ſerve for the uſe and improvement of the 
5 whole, TY * will nen, enguare Je returns 15 


come. 


1. Who th nn. is, - ae 4 is addrefſed z 


and to whom the queſtion 1 in the text is put. 


i Rev. . 4. 
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| | 1. Some by the watchman uederfinnd God 

himſelf E: the name and title of a watcher is 
_— ſometimes given to him, and indeed to all the 
| 


divine perſons, who are called watchers, and : 
holy ones, Dan. iv. 17. where the affair of Ne- 

; | buchadnezzar being driven from his throne and. Ts 
palace, to dwell among the beaſts of the field, 3 
| Maid to be a matter by the decree of the watchers, 

. and the demand by the word of the holy ones. 
I know this is commonly underſtood of angels; 

= md - they are watchers by office, being the 


they may be ſaid alſo to declare and execute the 
decrees of God, but then his decrees are never 
* called theirs; and beſides, this decree is ex- 
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i guardians of God's people, and holy by nature; 


1 preſsly called the decree of the Moſt High, 
ver. 24. and theſe watchers and holy ones are 
8 repreſented as having orders under them, whom EE 
they call upon to execute this decree, ver. 23. 
and where they are called the watcher, and the 
1 holy one; as before, the plural number is uſed 
do denote the plurality « of perſons 1 in the Godhead, ; 
there the ſingular, to ſecure the: dul of the di- 15 
vie eſſene. | 


Acts of watching ar are Aline to God, ſome- 5 


2 times in a bad ſenſe, and ſometimes in a good 
n! 1 mean, that ſometimes he 1 1 ſaid to watch 


* 80 > Jarchi and Abarbige 3 in loc. n : 
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over men * evil, and ſometimes for good; his 
eyes are upon Ute ways of all men, mod and 
bad, and he fees all their; goings, and watches 
their fins, to chaſtiſe or puniſh for them; he 
1 watches over the fins of his own people, to cor- 
rect them for them, in a fatherly way, but not 
in a way of ſtrict juſtice, not ſo as to demand 
ſatisfaction of them, or iuflict vindictive wrath 
upon them; ſhould he mark iniquity in ſuch a 
manner, there would be no ſtanding before him; 
though ſometimes they think he does do fo: thus . 
Job l, Now thou numbereſt my eb; 40 thou : 
ok watch over my /t fn? my tranſgreſſi on 1s 
ſecaled up in a bag, and thou ſeweſt up mine ini- 
_ quity; in order to bring it forth one day, as he 
thought, againſt him, to his condemnation. i 
SGS 0d does indeed watch over the ſins of wicked | 
men, of a rebellious and impenitent people, to 
puniſh. them for them; and he watches upon 
the evil of puniſhment, to bring it on ſuch for 
the evil of ſin; as Daniel ſays m, Therefore hath 
the Lord watched upon the od; and brought it 
uon us: and as he ſometimes watches over a 
people, to pluck up, and to break down, and 
o throw: down, and to deſtroy, and to aft; 
ſo he watches over them, to build and to plant®, 
or to do them good; he waits upon his own . 


1 Job xiv. 16, 17. a Dan. ix. 14. n Jer, xxxi. 28. 
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people, to be gracious to them, and watches 
the ſet time for that purpoſe; his eyes are al- 
ways on them, and are never withdrawn from 
them; they are engraven on his hands, and wy” 7 
pen are continually befors him. 


The Hebrew word D/. here tranſlated & L 


| watchman, is uſed of God in Pal. cxxi. 4, TY 
5 and! 18 there rendered keeper, and well. agrees 
With him who is the keeper of his Iſrael, 'both 
5 a OY of providence, and in a way of grace; 
he is the Freſerver of men, yea, the Laviour of 
all men as the God of providence, eſpecially of 
them that belive; he keeps them from evil; he 5 
preſerves their going out and coming in; he 
watches over them night and day, leſt any burt 
them; and indeed, except the Lord keep the 
7 cily, the watchman waketh but mm vain ® , 5 and 
he is the keeper of his people 1 ina way of grace; 
they are ſenſible of their own weakneſs, and of wm 
| their need of his power, and therefore apply to 
him for preſervation; ; one fays p, Keep me from 


evil, that it may not grieve me; and another 


4 ſays a, Keep back thy ſervant fr om fr ef umptu- 5 
ous fins; and the Lord does preſerve the ſouls 
of his faithful ones; they are kept by his powe . 
through faith unto ſalvation. 


To all which may be added, mho 10 proper 


to apply unto, to know the time of night, as 


o Pſal, cxxvit, 1. p 1 Chron. f iv. 10. q Pal. Xix. 13. 
. 2 ; 15 
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TO God, | who hath put the times and the ſea- 


fons in his own Fower, and who has determined 


the times before af pointed, for the performance 


of every thing that is done in this world? for 
to every thing there is a ſeaſon, and a time to 
every pu boſe under the heaven * ; every thing | 
is done as it was purpoſed, and at the time it | 
ſhould, and which is known to God; particu- |} 
larly the time of Chriſt's firſt coming into the | 


world, was agreed and fixed upon between the : 


F ather and the Son, called the fuineſs of times, 


5 and was known to them both, and made known 
5 1 in the word: : and the time of his ſecond comirY : 
is alſo appointed God has appointed a day in 
which he will judge the world in righteouſneſs 
; by Chriſt, and him he will ſhew in his times; 
though of that day and hour knoweth no man, 


uo not the angels of SLRs hf © the Father 2 
: ny. t. | 


2. Others u by the 5 thiak. Chriſt | 


is meant ; ſo the Jews ſay w, w, this is Metatron, Y 
the keeper of Iſrael, which with them 1 is one of 
the names of the Meſliah ; and to whom this , 
. character of a watchman agrees, as he is a ſhep= |} 

: herd; one En of whoſe buſineſs 1 it is to watch 4 


r As i i. 1 TT xvii. EO Eccl. iii. 1. 8 Gal. iv. 4» 
t Acts xvii. 31. 1 Tim. vi. 15. Matt, xxiv. 36. 
u Cocceius in loc. W Zohar in Exod, fol 54 2. 5 - 22 


3. | over 
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over the flock by niglit and by day: Chriſt docs 
the whole work and office of a ſhepherd to his 
: flock; he feeds his flock like a thepherd ; he 
| guards and protects It; 8 David his type did; 
be" ſecures it from the lion and the bear : and 
being the proprietor of the flock, whoſe own 
dhe ſheep are, will not flee as an hireling does 
when the wolf cometh, but expoſe his life to 
danger for them; and indeed he laid down his life 
for the ſheep. This character of a watchman 
agrees with him, as the keeper of his people; * 
ey are put into his hands, and there they are, 5 
cut of which none can pluck them; they are 
mY preſerved i in Chriſt, who is able to keep them 
from falling; and who keeps a watchful eye 
ov er them continually, and will take care that 
not one of them ſhould be loſt or periſh, but 
| have everlaſting life. And now, as he is the 
- omniſcient God, he knows and can declare the 
i end fromthe beginning, and from « ancient times 
1 the things that are not yet done * ; he knew the 
time of his firſt coming into the world, and ſo 
| likewiſe of his going out of it. Feſu US knew that 
his hour was come, that he ſhould depart out 
of this world unto the Father vy; and he knows 
the time of his ſecond coming alſo, and of all 
intermediate events, of every thing that ſhould 


X Iſa, xlvi. 10. 4 John xiii. 1. 


happen 
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happen from his firſt to his ſecond coming; ; be 


* Rev, i. 1. a Ezek. ili. 17. = vp II. li. 8. c Jer. i iii. 156 
| 3 Over- 


15 knows the things that are, and which ſhall be ; 
| hereafter: the book of the Revelation is called 1 
the Revelation of Jeſus Chrift, which God gans 
uno him, to ſhew unto his ſervants things that | 
1 muſt ſhortly come to faſs *, z - wherefore whither = 
ſhould we go but to hi m, to know what of be 
night it is? But perhaps it may be thought to: 3 
be too bold, too free and familiar to addreſs God - ; 
or Chriſt under this character, and in ſuch lan- 
guage, Watchman, what of the night. 8 There- 
fore, | 
. 1 chuſe 2 to join with thoſe, who 1 a 
think that a prophet or miniſter of the word is 
intended by the watchman : It was uſual under a 
the Old Teſtament, for prophets to be called | 
watchmen ; - the prophet Iſaiah was one, and 
perhaps is intended in ver. 6. 8. and i in the text; 
and ſo was Jeremiah; and ſo was Ezekiel; to 
whom! it is ſaid, Son of man, I have made thee 

4 watchman unto the houſe of Ifraels: goſpel 
= miniſters are alto called watchmenb; The watch= - 
men ſhall lift up the voice, &c. and this in al- 
luſion to ſhepherds, which is one of their titles ; 
and characters, paſtors, which God gives after 
his own heart, to feed his people with knowledge | 
and een who, hanog: taken the 
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overſig ht of the flock, ought to take heed to 


themfelyes, and to that; and one part of their 
work is to watch in all things; and they do 
watch for and over tlie fouls of men, as they 
that muſt give an account. Moreover, they 
; are called watchmen, in allufion to watchmen 
in cities, of which there are two ſorts; nes 
that go about the city, and others that are ſet on 
the walls of it; and to each of theſe the mini- = 
ſters of the word are compared | in Cant. iii. 33 
and v. 7. ee alſo Iſa. Ixii. 6. I have ſet watch- 
men upon thy walls, O Jeruſalem, &. _ 


„he qualifications for ſuch an office are quick- 


neſs of light, vigilance, conſtancy, courage, and 
ö Kabale Watchmen ought to have their fight, 
and keep a good look out; they ought to be 
awake, and not aſleep, and conſtant in their 

i poſt; ſhould be men of reſolution and intrepidity | 
ui time of danger, and faithful to give warning 
of it; and ſo ſhould the miniſters of the word. 
Sad it is, when Jion's watchmen are blind, 
and yet we read of ſuch: the four living crea- 
tures mentioned in the book of the Revelationd, 
are emblems of goſpel miniſters; and they are 
laid to be full of eves within, and before and be- 


kind; and they have need of all the eyes they 


hay 6 to take heed t to themlelyen, and to watch 
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E 
over others; 4 they ought to be foes and vigilant; 
and in their watch tower, and on their guard; 
for while men fleep, the enemy ſows tares of 
error, hereſy, and divifion; they ſhould be ſted- 
faſt and immoveable, always abounding i in the 
work of the Lord; they ſhould watch and ſtand 
faſt in the faith, and quit themſelves like men, 
and be ſtrong; and they ſhould not conceal any 
thing that ought to be known, or keep back that 


which is profitable, but declare the whole coun- 
ſel of God. . 


Their work; 18 to warn 1 ſinners. of their evil — 
ways, and of the danger they are in by them; ; to 


ſhew them what an evil and bitter thing fin 18, - 
and that the wrath of God is revealed from hea- 
ven againſt it; that the wages of fin is. death 5 
eternal; and that deſtruction and miſery are in 
all thetr ways, in which they will iſſue, if grace 
prevent not; and to convince them of the worth 
of their precious : and immortal ſouls, and that 


the loſs of them is irrecoverable, and that no {| 


thing can be given in exchange for them. Alſo 


ne their buſineſs is to arouſe and awake ſleepy 4 
5 ſaints; 6 the wiſe as well as the fooliſh virgins 


ſometimes fall aſleep ; and it is the duty of the : 

watchman to awake them, and let them know, 

how unbecoming 1 it is for perſons of their charac- 
ters to be N hey that lech, freep in the 
85 N 1 1 5 
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g night; —but let Us who are of te Jay be Heber; 
let us not fleeh as do others, but let us watch e: 
children of the light, and of the day, ſhould not + 
ſleep as thoſe who are of the night and darkneſs; 
the watchmen ſhould tell them, it 18 high time 
3 awake out of ſleep, and jog them, nil #tir 
them up; and if this won't do, they ſhould ery: - 
aloud aud {pare not, and lift up their voice like 
A trumpet, and ſay, Awake, thou that feeepeſt, . 
and ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give 
ii Thee light f. moreover, another part of their 
office is, to give the time of the night; ; as it is 
: the buſineſs of a watchman on the walls to loox 
ä out, and if he deſcries an enemy, to obſerve his 5 
motions and advances, and give notice of ap- 
vB Proaching danger to them within the city; ſo it 
As the buſineſs of the watchmen that go about the N 
3 city, as to take up ſtrolling perſons and examine 
them; ſo to give the inhabitants the hour of the 
night, that they may know how much of it * 
gone, and what is yet to come; and this is the 
office of the miniſters of the word: the watch - 
men of the Old Teſtament, the prophets, gave 
the time of night then; they enquired and 
| ſearched diligently, ſearching what, or what 


manner of time, the Spurit of Chriſt which was 
in them did . neh, when 2 teſtified before 


© 1 The, v. 5,6 2.70 * kEph. v. 14. 


hand 


hand the erg of uri, and the glory 
| that ſhould follows; and fo the watchmen of 


the New Teſtament, the miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel, it becomes them to enquire what time it 


now is, that they may be able in ſome meaſure to 
Sive an anſwer to ſuch a queſtion as is here : 


put, What of the night? In order to which, 


it is necefſar y to ſtudy the prophetic part of the 5 
New Teſtament, particularly the book of the 


Revelation ; ; and which, according to its name, 


18 2 revelation, and not a ſecret; an open, and 
not a ſealed book; and bleſſed is he that readeth 4 
this book, not only privately, but in public, in 
order to explain it unto others; and blefſed are 
they that hear the words of this prophecy ex= 
plained by their miniſter; ſo the one will be 
ready to aſk, and the other ready to anſwer the 
queſtion here propoſed, which 1s the next thing 
to be attended to; wherefore I pals « on to con- 


e 


II. The queſtion. . to the watchman, 
Watchman, what of the night ? and which is 


repeated, Watchman, what of the ig eil 2 This 


is uſually done when perſons are in a pannic, 
5: Op they fear the watchman did not hear them the . | 
| firſt time ; ; or it may denote one coming after 5 


$3 Petr be 1064 i 


. „ Ow" 


? 


e 


0 18 = 
another in a "fight, aſking the ſame queſtion. 
The ſenſe is either, what from the night, as the 

words may be rendered ; what has happened 
ſince it was night b haſt thou obſerved nothing? 
is the enemy near, or danger at hand? or what 

ſayeſt thou concerning the night 2 the night of 
darkneſs and affliction in which we are, when 
will it be over? or what time of night is it ? 

| what 0 clock 18 it! 3 how much of the night is 
there gone, and what i 18 there that remains to 
come 3 
Now, let it be obſerved, that there was a 
- ie both in the Jewiſh and Gentile world, pre- 
; ceding the firſt coming of Chriſt ; 4 the former 
diſpenſation was a night of darkneſs with the 


Jews themſelves, 1 in compariſon of the golpel =» 


day, or that famous day, ſo much and ſo often 
| ſpoken of in this prophecy of Iſaiah; which was 
made by the riſing of the Sun of righteouſneſs I 
with healing in his wings; and wh reaches 
from the firſt coming of Chriſt unto his ſecond 
coming; and of which i it may be faid, during 
that time, Now ts the accepted time, now is the 
day o/ ſalvation i ; but before this it was night; 
and it may be, that in reference to this, as well 
as to the darkneſs which overſpread the Gentile 
world, and which was in a great meaſure re- 
12 Cor. vi. 2. 
5 moved 


1 
moved by the preaching of the goſpel, the apoſ- | 
tle . The night is far ſpent, the day is at 
hand * + it is certain, however, that there was 
My great obſcurity in the Moſaic diſpenſation ; the 

law was given amidſt blackneſs, darkneſs, and 
tempeſt ; there was a veil over the face of Moſes 
when he ſpoke unto the people; and there is 
another on their hearts, in reading the Old Teſ- 
tament, Moſes, and the prophets ; and which 
remains untaken away from them to this day, : 


but will be removed when they 1 ſhall be turned —— 
to the Lord; the doctrines of grace, though then 


delivered, yet very obſcurely, in types and 
figures; the way of ſalvation by Chriſt, and 


[- un eternal happineſs, was pointed out, but 


not ſo clearly as now; the way into the holieſt 
of all was not ſo manifeſt, as now the veilof the 
' temple is rent in twain. The ſhadows of the 
_ ceremonial law were ſtretched out at that time; 
the law was only a ſhadow of good things to 
come, and was not ſo much as the very image 


of them; which ſhadows were done away when 


__ Chriſt, "the body and ſubſtance, was come; to 
Which the church refers, when ſhe ſays, Until 
the day break, and the ſhadows flee away, Twill 
get me to the mountain of myrrh, and to the 
full of frankincenſe' 3 there were, 8 in 


k Rom, xiii. 12. = 4 Cant. i iv, . 6. 
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this Ki —enſation, the ſtars of light, the prophets, 
and miniſters of the word, to inſtru the peo- 
ple; but then the appearance of theſe ſhews it 
was a night ſeaſon: they had the word, which 
was a light unto their feet, and a lamp unto their 
paths; they had the Scriptures, which were 
profitable for doctrine and inſtruction! in righte- 
ouſneſs, and able to make men wile unto ſalva- 
tion; they had the moon of the ceremonial law 
to lead them to Chriſt ; this perhaps 3 is meant by : 
the moon under the churcli's feet, Rev. „ 
one part of it lay in the obſervation of new moons; 
and its ſolemn feſtivals were governed and re- 
gulated by them; it had its ſpots and imperfec- | 
tions, as the moon, and was changeable as that is, 
and is now done away, becauſe of the weakneſs 
and unprofitableneſs of it; it is true, it reflect 
f j cd, and gave light to the ſaints under that diſ- 
* penſation; but then, as the moon is the leſſer 
light, and which rules by night, this ſhews it 
Was as yet a night ſeaton, and the day was not 
come; as yet the bright and morning-ſtar had 
not appeared; the day-ſpring from on high had 
not viſited man; and the Sun of righteouſneſy 


as yet had not riſen, and made the glorious goſe. 
pel- day. It may be to this gradual progreſs of 
light, through the various diſpenſations of the 


church, Chriſt may have repent; when he ſays, 
Who 


4 21 


Who is 5 e that looks parry as the morning, a 
the patriarchal ſtate fair as the moon, under the 


ceremonial law; clear as the un. under the 3 


goſpel- -diſpenfation ; + and terrible as an army 


with banners) 9 in the latter day, when ſhe will | 


enjoy purity of doctrine, diſcipline, and ordi- 
nances, as well as have honour and authority. 
: Thus it was with the Jewiſh church before the : 


coming of Chriſt ; and as to the Gentile world, — 
it was a time of groſs 1 ignorance with them, 


which God winked at, overlooked, and took no 
notice of, or any 1 methods to remove it; they 
knew not God, the one only living ind true 


God, and much leſs God in Chriſt; they were 


weithout him, and without the Meſſiah, and any ; 


| knowledge of him; were aliens from the com- 
monwealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers to the cove. | 
nants of promiſe ; they fat in darkneſs, and in 


the region of the ſhadow of death, till Chriſt | 
came, a light to lighten the Gentiles, as well as 
to be the glory of Lis people Tint = 
Now the queſtion may be, with reſpect 0 
this night of Jewiſh and Gentile darkneſs, what 
of this night it was? how near it was to an end? 
when that would be, and the day break ? There 
were ſome general rules with reſpect to this mate 
ter, or ſeveral prophecies which pointed to the 


1 Cant. vi. 10. oh 
time 
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time of Chriſt's coming, and ſerved as a direction 
| to it, and furniſhed with an anſwer to this queſ- 
tion: the tribe of Judah was not to ceaſe to be a 
tribe, nor rule and government 1 to ceaſe from it; 3 
it was to be the ſeat of i it, until the Meſſiah came, 
according to Jacob's prophecy, The ſceptre ſhall 
not depart from Judah, nor a larogtver rom 
between, his feet, until Shiloh come me and by 
other prophecies it appears, that the ſecond ten. 
ple would not be deſtroyed until he came, for he ; 
Was to come unto it as the Lord, the owner and 
proprietor of it; which coming of his intq it, 
would give it a greater glory than the firſt tem- 
ple had», There were frequently hints given 
out by the watchmen, the prophets, with rela- 
tion to the coming of Chriſt, and to his ſpeedy g 
coming; when the faith of the Lord's people was 
almoſt worn out, becauſe his coming was ſo long 
deferred, one of theſe watchmen is bid to ay to 
them that are of a fearful heart, Be ſtrong, . 
Fear not; behold your God will come with ven- 


geance, even God with a recompence, and wilt 


ſave you 0, and another, when on his watch 
tower, ſays, The viſion ts yet for an appointed 
lime. but, at the end ic ſhall ſpeak, and not le; $ 
though it be. wait . it, becauſe it will 


m Gen. al. 8 "5 sl. Ul, 1. Hag. ii. 7. 95 
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fardy come, it wil! not tarry p; and another | 
of theſe watchmen brings good tidings, and calls 


upon Zion to rejoice, ſaying, Behold thy king | 


; cometh ; he is juſt ready to appear, and will be {|} 


here quickly, and deſcribes him, and the crea- 
ture he was to ride upon q; and the laſt of them {| 
5 declares, that the Lord, and meſſenger of N 
covenant would ſuddenly come to hs temple, — 
Daniel, he fixes the very time of his coming, and 


ſayss, 8 *, that ſeventy weeks were determined or- I 
cut out for it, even weeks of years, four hun- I 


dred and ninety years from a date which he gives. 


37 theſe hints of the watchmen, and eſpecially | , 


5 by the laſt, the people knew what time of niglit 
it was, and how long it would be to the coming 


of the Mefliah, and lived in expectation „ 


= 5 Nehumiah, that lived about fifty years before 

the coming of Chriſt, gave out that the time ofthe 
Meſſiah fignified by Daniel could not be protract- 

ed longer than thoſe fifty yearst; and about the . 


time that he did come, we find that there was, | 


among the people of the Jews, a general expec- 
tation of him: good old Simeon was waiting for 


|  theconſolation of Iſrael ; and Anna the prophe- 


teſs poke, of him to them that looked for redemp- = 


5 Hab. ii. 1. 3. . 5 9 Zach. i 1x, 9. 8 dy Mal. Th I. 
Dan. is. 24. 1. Apud Grotinm de Veritat. Rel, Chriſt, = 


1. 5. E 14. 


tion 
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tion in \ Jeruſalem ; ; and when John the Reptil 


his forerunner, appeared, all the people woe 


expectation, and muſed in their hearts whether 


1 he was the Chriſt or no u. 
It might be further obſerved, that as there Wa. 
was a night of darkneſs preceding the firſt com- 


ing of Chriſt, when at certain times the watch. 
| > men were applied unto, to know what time 1 
was; and who gave ſeveral hints, which were 
F directions! in this matter, and ſerved to keep up | 


the faints faith and expectation of it, and by 
Which they knew 1 in ſome meaſure where-about 
they were, and when that would be; ſo there 


will be a night of darkneſs which will go before 
both the ſpiritual and perſonal coming of Chriſt 
again, and to which this queſtion may alſo relate: 


but of this more hereafter ; we ſhall find a more 
Proper place for the conſideration of 1 1t under the 
wen head, to which I haſten. 


III. The a n s anſwer to the queſtion, i 
7 he morning cometh, and alſo the night: there 
1 morning at hand, and a night will follow; 
- morning of proſperity, and a night of adverſity; 


and as ſure as the one comes, ſo ſure will the 
| other; there will be a conſtant ſucceſſion and 
revolution of theſe unto the end of time. 


- u Luke ii. 25. 38. and iii, 15, DES 
3 5 The. 


The firſt corning of Chriſt was as the morning, 

do the Jews interpret theſe words of the morning 
of redemption to the righteous, and of the night : 

of darkneſs to the wicked; or as they elſewhere 
: expreſs ; it *, The morning is for the righteous, 5 
and the night for the wicked ; the morning 
* for Iſrael, and the niglit for the nations of the 
© world ;” whom they exclude from all benefit 


oy by the Meſfiah. It is ſaid of him, the righteous 1 


ruler over men, that he ſhall | be as the light of the ” 
morning when the fun Tiſeth, even a morning 


without clouds yr of no other can this be ſo 
well underſtood as of Chriſt; of whom it is ex- 


preſsly foretold, His going forth 75 prepared 4 


as the morning a. this was attended with joy 


and chearfulneſs as the morning; in a clear 


morning, when the ſun riſes, all nature looks 
briſk and gay, pleaſant and delightful, - hence 
thoſe words, Who is ſbe that looks forth as the 
morninga? The news of Chriſt's birth, brought 
by the angel to the ſhepherds, at the time of his 
incarnation, were good tidings of great joy, 
aiich ſhould be to all people b. The apoſtles 
and diſciples, when they firſt had the knowledge 
of him, in what an exulting manner do they ex- 


* Cloff. in T. Bab. Bara Kama, fat; K T. Hierof,. 
Taaniot. fol. 64.1, 2 Sam. xxiii. 4. Hoſ. vi. 3. 
5 2 Cant. vi. 10. b Lale ii r. e 
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eh themſetves, We have found the eff 
which ts, being interpreted, lhe Chr ite. The 


firſt preaching of the goſpel by his fore- runner, 


by himſelf, and by his apoſtles, cauſed joy and 
grladneſs whercver it cane with power, whether 
in Judea, or in the Gentile world; eſpecially 
| the latter, and particularly! in Sack of which _ 
place it is ſaid, that Philip preached C kriſt, and 
there was great joy in that city d. The coming | 
of Chriſt difperſed the ſhadows of the ceremo- 
- nial law ; theſe vaniſhed and diſappeared when 
: Chriſt was come, and ſuffered in the fleſh, who 
: was the body and ſubſtance of them ; and the 
morning of the goſpel diſpen ſation dawned ; ; and 
28 ik diſpelled the darkneſs of the law, it intro- 
5 duced light. John, the fore- runner of Chriſt, 
wuaas not the light itſelf, but he came to bear wit= 


neſs of the light, which 1s C Chriſt, the light of 


the world, who. brought light into it, and is 
that great light which ſhined on men ſitting in 
darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death. The 

1 goſpel which came by him, and he gave his apoſ- 
tles to preach, 1s a glorious light; and this ſhone | 
out and appeared to all men, Jews and Gentiles. 


This, like the morning light, ſpread itſelf all 


over the world; the apoſtles had a commiſſion 


to go into all the world, and preach. it to ever y 5 


1 John i. . *＋ Ads vil. 5. 8. 
: 5 creature z ; 


creature; and the found of it by them did go 
into all the earth, and their words or G0 ines 


: unto the end of the world: before tlie deſtruc- 
tion of Jerufalem, the goſpel was preached unto 


e nations; one of the apoſtles, the apoſtle 


Paul, preached it fully from Jeruſalem, round 
2500. unto Illy ricum: and this, like the light 
of the morning, moved on irreſiſtibly; ; nothing 
could ſtop it, as nothing can the morning - light; 

it had a free courſe, and ran, and was glorified ; 
notwithſtanding the rage and fury of 'perſecu- 


tors, the word of the Lord grew and multiplied; : i 


though the whole world was Rey it, Jews and 
Gentiles, the moſt powerful, wiſe and learned, it 
made its way, and bore down. all oppoſition to 


it; the miniſters of it triumphed 1 in Chriſt, and: 


diffuſed the favour of this knowledge, and the 
light of his word i in every place. 5 
Hut then, as ſure as this morning came, ſo 


ſure a night followed, and that very quickly, to 3 


the Jews; the light of the goſpel was in a lit- 
tle time taken from them, they defpifing, con- 
tradicting, and blaſpheming it; even whilſt 
Chriſt the light was with them, they rejected 
him; they loved and choſe darkneſs rather than 
the light; there were only a few, a remnant 
according to the election of grace, that received 
| 8 the reſt were blinded : and the blindneſs 
: D 2 Ee, which 


eee — 
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which happened to them continues unto this day, | 

and will continue till the fulneſs of the Gentiles 
— brought in; it has been a long night with 
them, and when it will be otherwiſe, cannot be 
preciſely ſaid; the veil of darkneſs aud igno- 
france in 8 Moſes, and the prophets, and 
| | 2» eſpecially | in thoſe things which re! pe& the Met- 
ſiah, remains vntaken away, but will be done 
away in Chriſt, and be removed W hen they ſhall 
be converted, and turn to the Lord. And 
| | though the light of the goſpel continued longer 
 : the Gentile W orld, and may be thought to, be 
in its meridian in the times of Conſtantine, yet : 
1 thencefo ward it viſibly declined ; an evening | 
| | came on, a night of darkneſs prevailed; which 
Was broug} nt on in the Eaſtern part of the world, 
by the arifing of the falſe prophet Mahomet ; 
who having the key of the bottomleſs pit, opened . 
it, and let out the [mote « of his falſe doctrine con- 
5 tained! in his Alkoran, by which the fun and Ne 
| air were darkened, and alſo his locuſts, the Sa- 
= racens, which ran over the Eaſt, and ſpread his 
1 doctrine and worſhip every where e: about the : 
fame time, the man of fin, the Romiſh anti- 
| chriſt, was revealed, being come to his matu- 
rity and ripeneſs; : ad that which let or hindered 
- his appearance, the Roman emperor, being ta- 


e Rev. IX. 47 4. 


ken 


C 29 ] 
ken out of the way ; | whoſe coming WAS after 
the working of Satan, with all power and figns, 


and lying wonders, and with all decei vablengſs = 


of unrighteouſneſs t, and ſpread darkneſs all 


_ over the Weſtern part of the world; and then 


thoſe times came on the Spirit expreſsly ſpeaks 


ol that many ſhould depart from the faith, give 
heed to ſeducing ſpirits, and doctrines of devils; 1 
ſpeaks lies in hypocriſy ; 5 forbid to marry; and 

command to abſtain from meats which God has 


5 created to be eaten with thankſgiving ; Which 


[| EE are manifeſtly Popith tenets. This dark ſtate of 


h things 1 18 repreſented by the Thyatirian church 
ſtate; in which were the depths of Satan, and 5 


the blackneſs of popiſh darkneſs ; when the wo- 


man Jezebel taught and ſeduced the ſervants of 


| the Lord to commit fornication, and to eat things 


ſacrificed to idols h; and a long diſmal dark 
night it was, Which laſted till the Reformation. 


But when the Reformation came on, another 


morning appeared; ; and which is expreſſed by 
the morning flar i, promiſed to the overcomers 
of the errors and ſuperſtitions of the Thyatirian 
N ſtate; and which the Sardian church ſtate brought 


. in: then the goſpel broke out in a moſt glorious 


manner, and ſpread. itſelf like the nne 


1 The. ; 11. LF 7 97 10. e e 1 Tim. i Iv. I, 2, 3. 
u Rer. ii. 20. 4. Ber.! ii. 29. 
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hoht, ſwittly and irreſiſtibly, over thete 


| _ Weſtern parts, Germany, Poland, Denmark, 
Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, Holland, and 
theſe iſles of Great Britain and Ireland, and 
other places; and brought with it great Joy and = 
gladneſs every where; and things went on in 
a very comfortable and promiſing 1 manner; and 
it looked as if the old apoſtolical times were com- 
ing over again; and indeed the firſt Reformers 
5 propoſed to go upon the plan of the apoſtles doc- 
trine and practice: hence part of the ſame cha- 
racer is taken by the writer of this chur ch of 
| Sardis, as to the church at: Epheſus, which 8 
preſented the truly apoſtolic church; Theſe 
things faith he that hath the ſeven ſpirits of 
God, and the ſeven ftars*; for great gifts were 
now beſtowed on men, and who ſhone as ſtars 
in Chriſt's right hand; but then it is not added, 


Who walks am the midſt of the ſeven golden 


candleſticks ; for though the firſt Reformers 
went a great way in reſtoring true doctrine, yet 
fell ſhort in reforming the diſcipline of the 
churches, and therefore their works were not. 


found her fect before God; there were many 


bright goſpel miniſters, but few, if any churches 
formed according to the primitive model; and in 


proceſs of time, there was an entire ſtand put 


k Rev. il. 1, and iii, 1. wa 
ET to 
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to the Reformation itſelf, and things went back⸗ 


wards inſtead of forwards; ; and of late years, 


there has been a very viſible decline; and a 
neglit is coming on, which we are entered into; 


the ſhadows of the evening are ſtretching out ; 


apace upon us, and the figns of the even=tide are 


very manifeſt, and which will ſhortly appear yet 
A ſleepy frame of fpirit has 

ſeized us ; both miniſters and chu rches are aſſeep; 
5 and being ſo, the enemy is buſy in ſowing the 


more and more. 


3 tares of errors and hereſies, and which will grow 


vp and ſpread vet more and more, Coldneſz and - 
indifference in ſpiritual things, a want of affec- 
tion to God, Chriſt, his people, truths and or- 
dinances, may eaſily be obſerved ; the firſt love ; 
is left; ; iniquity abounds, and the love of many # 
and it will wax yet colder and 
colder; and will iſſue! in a general forſaking of 
5 aflembling together, andi in an entire neglect of 
when ſack Who 
have been profeſſors themſelves will be ſhy of 
them, and carefully ſhun them, won't care to 
- own them, or ſpeak to them, and much leſs re- 
ceive them into their houſes, and {till leſs hear 
| them; ; which, I think, is meant by, or at leaſt 
is one part of the meaning of the dead bodies 
of the witnefles not being ſuffered to be put into 
the ſun of the goſpel will be ſet, and 


| waxes cold, 


the miniſters of the goſpel; 


graves!: 


1 See my Expoſition of Rev. xi. 9. 
its 
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5 
its licht for à while wholly withdrawn ; the 
witneſſes will be {lain, their dead bodies lie un- 
| buried, and fo ceaſe propheſying, their teſti⸗ 
| mony being finiſhed; this will be a diſmal dark 
night indeed: only it will be a ſhort A 
If it ſhould be aſked, What time it is with us = 
now? where- about weare ? and what is yet to 


l come of this night? As a faithful watchman, 1˙11 


give you the beſt account Tean: pt I take it, we are 
in the Sardian church- ſtate, in the latter part of - 
it, which, as before obſerved, brought on the 
Reformation, and repreſents that; we are in the 


4 decline of that ſtate : and there are n 1 N 


© ſaid of that church which agree with us; as that 


we have a name, that we live, and are e dead ; 
the name of the reformed churches, but without 

l the life and power of true religion; and that there 5 

5 are a few, and but a few names among us, even 


in our Sardis, which have not defiled their, gars 


ments m with falſe doctrine, or ſuperſtitious 


worſhip. The times we live in are juſt ſuch as 
are deſcribed i in Zech. xiv. 6, 7. that the light 5 
fall not be clear nor dark, but it ſhall be one 
day, which ſhall be known to the Lord, not day 


| nor night not clear, not full day, as at noon, 


as it was in the times of Chriſt and his apoſtles ; 
when the Sun of Ls ante] was riſen, and 


m Rex, ili. I, + 


the | 


14} 
the ſhadows of Jewiſh and Gentile darkneſs va- 
niſhed, and the goſpel ſhone out in the miniſtry 
of the apoſtles; when the church had on her 
head a crown of twelve ſtars, was cloathed with 
"4 the ſun, and had the moon under her feet : nor 
it fo clear day with us as even at the Refor- 
mation; for though there may b be ſome miniſters 
and tharckes which may have more clear, diſ- 
5 tinct, and evangelic light than there was at that 
time; yet take the Proteſtant churches in the 
bulk, and there is not ſo much light now as 
then: nor is it ſuch clear day as it wall be in the 
; ſpiritual reign of Chriſt, when will be the 
: brightneſs of Zion's ring; not to take notice 
of the kingdom-ſtate during the thouſand years, 
which will be all day, and no night; nor of the 
ultimate glory, the inheritance of the faints irs. 
light : and yet it is not totally dark, or quite 
14 not ſo dark as it was with the Jews un- 
der the former diſpenſation, who could not ſee 
toe the end of that which was to be aboliſhe ed; 
1 much leGasit was with the Gentiles before the 
coming of Chriſt ; or as in the dark times of Po- 
pery; nor as it will be at the even- tide of the 
preſent diſpenſation we are under, before de- 
ſcribed z it is a ſort of a twilight with us, be- 
tween clear and dark, between day and night. 
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| As to what of the night! 18 yet to come, or what 
will befal the churches, and will bring on the diſ- 
mal night before us; they are the living of the 
| witneſſes, and the avert {ſpread of Popery 
all over Chriſtendom ; and the latter is the 1 una- 
. voidable conſequence of the former. 
The ſlaying of the witnefles, which T under- 
Rand not ſo much in a literal ſenſe, or of a cor- 
poral death; though there may be many lain in 
this ſenſe when it will be; but in a civil ſenſe, 
with reſpect to their e being ſilenced 
1 by their enemies, and neglected by their friends; 
this is an affair that! is not yet over: ſome have 
thought that It 18, and that the prophecy of: it 
5 bad its accompliſhment in the þ burning of the 
Proteſtants i in Queen Mary's 5 time, which laſted 
about three years and a half; or, according to 
others, in King James the II. s reign, which 
Was about ſach. a length of time ; but this is 
not at all likely, ſince then the witneſſes had 
3 liberty granted them to prophely : it is morelikely 
that it ſhould be fulfilled ; in the caſe of the Pro- 
teſtants of the valleys of Piedmont, Who were 
driven out from thence for non· conformity to 


the Romiſh religion, by the duke of Savoy; 


and who recalled and re-eſtabliſhed them by 


an edict juſt three years and a half after : but 
theſe. 
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„ 
theſe inſtances, with others which are re propoſed, 
were only hints or pledges of what is hereafter 
to be done : theſe were at moſt only partial lay 
ings of the witnefles . whereas this will be uni- 
verſal; it will not be in one place only, but 
every white, wherever there are any. Beſides, 
the outward court muſt be given to the Gentiles 
ere the witneſſes, which are in the inward court, 
can be come at and ſlain, which is not yet done. 
The Gentiles are the Papiſts; the outward 
court is the bulk of the reformed churches, which 
will fall into the hands of the Papiſts again. 
Since the Reformation was at a ſtand, and things 


have been upon the decline, the Papiſts have got : 


ground, and have regained ſome part of the out- 
ward court, as in Germany, Poland, &c. But 
they have not as yet got the whole! into their 
hands, as they will, and which they muſt, ere 
they can make this univerſal ſlaughter of the 
witneſſes. An houſe that has an outward court, 
ora court-yard unto it, the court is a fence to 
the houſe, and there is no coming at the one 
without entering the other; and ſo all churches 
eſtabliſhed by the laws of the countries where 
- they are, or all thoſe civil and worldly eſtabliſh- 
ments, are fences and guards about the witneſſes; 

ſo long as theſe are out of the hands of the Pa- 
L piſts, they can't come at the witneſſes, they are 
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ſafe; but when theſe are. once gained over, they 
"they IN be flain, and not till then. Moreover, 


the witnefles have not yet finiſhed their teſti= 


mony; they are ſtill propheſying, though in 
elch or under ſome diſcourpotaehts * 
whereas it will be when they have finiſhed their 
_ teſtimony, and at the cloſe of the 1260 days or 
years of antichriſt's reign, that they will be 
| killed, And had they been lain at any of the | 
times before- mentioned, they would have riſen 
long before now; for the time between their 5 
death and riling 18 but three days and a half, 
_ that 18, three years and a half; they would have 
aſcended. up to heaven before now, Which de- 
notes a moſt glorious ſtate of the church ; and 
the ruin of antichriſt would have come on long 
before this time; for that will immediately fol- 
iow the rift ing an aſcenſion of theſe witneſſes n 
for at the ſame hour that they ſhall aſcend, wilt 
be a great earthquake, or a revolution in the pa- 
pal ef ; and the tenth part of the city, or of 
the Romitk juriſdiction, ſhall fall; ; that is, one 


of | its ten horns, kings or kingdoms belonging to 3 


1 and perhaps the kingdom of F. rance 18 meant; 


aud ſeven thouſand men of name will be ſlain, 


and the reſt be affrighted, and x give glory to 
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5 4 at 
God? ; nothing of which 5 as yet been done 3 


to which may be added, that upon the fulfilment 
of the above things, the ſecond woe will paſz 
away, and. the third woe will take place; the 
ſecond woe brought the Saracens and Turks inta 
the empire, and the pailing away of it relates 
to the deſtruction of the Turkiſh empire, DE ©; 
will iſſue in that; for when that is over, the ; 
5, Turkiſh empire will be at an end; whereas it is 
Rill | in being, and in great power; and the third 
woe, or the ſounding of the ſeventh trumpet, 
will bring on the kingdom of Chriſt ; but as yet 
there is no: appearance of the kingdoms of this 
world becoming the kingdoms of our Lord, and 
of his Chriſt, From all which it may be Sans | 
I cluded, that the ſlaying of the witneſſes i is yet 
to come, and will make the diſmal part of that 
night we are entering into, and which will be 
 gecompanied with a univerſal ſpread of Popery : 1 
Popery will be once more the reigning prevailing 
religion in Chriſtendom; and indeed, how ſhould 
it otherwiſe be? for when the witneſſes will be 
lain, there will be none to oppoſe the power and 
progreſs of it; there will be an univerſal triumph 
among the inhabitants of the earth; the Popiſh 
party upon this will views ants gifts one to 


o Rev, xi. 13. and Expoſition in ib. 
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another, the outward court being i in their hands, 
and the witnefles ſlain p. aud that myſtical Ba- 
bylon, or the whore of Rome, will be in atis 
quo, and in all her glory and grandeur, at the 
time of her deſtruction, is evident from her ſay- 
ing, I /t a gueen, and am no widow, and al! 
fee no ſorrow ; ; every thing now being according 
” her wiſhes; having regained all her Grier 
power and glory, and nothing to fear from the 
5 witneſſes who had before tormented her, they 1 
now being ſlain; but ber plagues ſhall come mn i 
dne day, death, and mourning, and famine, 
i. and ſhe ſhall be utterly burnt with fare a, . 
in the ruff of all her glory; which does not ſeem 1 
to comport with her preſent ſtate and circum- 
ances ; ſhe will have more fleſh upon her than 
now ſhe ſeems to have, when the kings ſhall 
| hate her, and make her deſolate and naked, and 
 thall eat her fleſh, and burn her with fire r. Be- 
fore the utter deſtruction of antichriſt, he Hall 5 
go forth again with great fury to deſtroy, and 


utterly to make away many, yea, he ſhall plant 


the tabernacles of his palace between the ſeas, in 
the glorious holy mountain, or the mountain of | 
delight, of holineſs ; and What place is there in 

al the globe, . to which this deſcription ſo well 


o Rer. xj. 10 l 7, 8. 1 Kew, xvii. 16, 
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anſwers as Great Britain! 7 this will be done bes 
fore, and but a little before his ruin ; for It fol- 


lows, 2. et he ſhall come to his end, and none 


. hel ham, *. : 


And I am Js more confirmed! in all this, by 
: "tic preſent appearances of things 1 in the world; as - 

. the very g great increaſe of Popery' in our own land, 
and in other countries ; for though the Pope 44 1 
Rome, as a ſecular prince, and with reſpect to 


the exerciſe of his power and authority, is not 


what he was, and is much declining, and has 
not that regard paid him by the Kings of the. 
earth © as formerly, yet Poper y itſelf 18 far from : 
being on the decline, or loſing g ground: as alſo 
the great departure of the e churches, : 
ſo called, from the doEtrines and principles of the 
Reformation; and even of Proteſtant Diſſent- 5 
ers, who are gone, and are going more and more 
into doctrines and Practices which naturally verge 


and lead to Popery; to which may be added, the 


various ſects which within a few years have 
= ſprung up among us, the doctrines and practices 

of ſome of 5 being ſimilar to the church f 
Rome; 1 will not ſay that in general they have 
it in view and deſign to encourage and increaſe 
the Romiſh religion, yet I am very jealous that 
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this f is ; the view of ſome ; but 55 this as it t Willz 
1 am very much of opinion, that theſe things will 

at laſt Mae i in Popery; and that ſome of thoſe 
= perſons will be ſuffered, as inſtruments, to ſpread. 
7 both here, and in all our colonies and planta- 
tions abroad. | 


Now, in all that 1 bave aid MO the whole; | 


I do not pretend to any extraordinary impulſe | 


from God; or to any prophetic ſpirit, 
5 I ground all upon the word of God; and if what 


I have ſaid does not a ppear | from thence; and upon 
he face of things in providence, 1 have no pres = 
_ tenſions to any thing « elſe to ſupport my opinion 

with, and as ſuch only I deliver it. | 
1155 after this dark night, 


but 


But, then 1 85 


There will be ee morning, the intakt 85 


reign of Chriſt, which the Philadelphian church- 
ſſtate will introduce; and a bright glorious morn- 

: ing it will be, when! it ſhall be faid to the church, 
ariſe, ſhine, for thy light is come, and the glory 
tlie Lord is riſen upon thee; and then, the light 
i of the moon ſhall be as the light of the ſun, and the 
 — Gght of the ſun ſhall be ſeven-fold, as the Light of 
feen days te then will the witneſſes rife and af- 
cend toheaven; then will the vials of God's wrath 


be poured out upon the antichriſtian ſtates, and 
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the kings of the earth will hate the whore, and 
burn her with fire; and then the goſpel will be 
Apread every where; there will be an open door 
for is and none will be able to ſhut it ; many 
shall run to and fro, and knowledge hall be in- g 
ereaſed; ; the earth ſhall be filled with it, as the 
Waters cover the ſea; the watchmen will ſee 
eye to eye, all truth very clearly, dictinctly, : 
andin agreement with one another; multitudes 
will be converted every where; and churches 
ſet up according to goſpel order in every place; 
the doctrines of the goſpel will be purely 
| preached; its ordinances adminiſtered | as they 
vere at firſt received from Chriſt, and goſpel 
— diſcipline ſtrictly attended to; the fulneſs of the 
| Gentiles will now be brought 1 in, and the na- 
tion of the Jews born at once. os; will be a 
time of great joy and gladneſs to the faints : 
now will thoſe voices be heard in heaven, the 
church, The kingdoms of this world are become 
' the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chriſt; 
the four and twenty elders, the repreſentativ es 
of goſpel churches, will fall upon their faces, 
and give thanks to Chriſt, becauſe he has taken 
to himſelf his great fower, and reigns: thoſe 
that have got the victory over the beaſt and his 
image, will ſtand ypon the ſea of 4 with 
e | harps 
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. 1 
harps f in their hands, and ſ Ing ib ſong of Möse 
and the Lamb; ; the voice of much people will 
be heard, faying, Allelujah, ſalvation, and 


5 glory, and honour, and power, to the Lord Oe 
8 God; both becauſe of his judgment on the great 


whore, and the revenging of the blood of his 


ſervants at her hand, and becauſe, the marriage 
es of the Lamb will be come u: I it will be: a time | : 
of great proſperity, both tempor al and ſpiritual . 
in thoſe days of Chriſt's ſpiritual reign, the righ- 
teous will flouriſh, both in things outward and 


|" inward, and abundance of peace, both from 
js without and from within, ſhall be had as long a as 


| the moon endures: Chriſt ſhall have dominion 2 


„ rom ſea to ſea, and from the river unto the 
ends of the earth; kings ſhall bring preſent, 5 to 
him, ſhall fall down before him, and all na- 
Lions ſhall Jerve Aim; for kings will now come 
with their ſubjects, to the brighneſs of the 
church, and embrace the doctrines, and ſubmit 
to the ordinances of it, and will be nung fa- 
. thers unto. it v; and yet « as ſure ; as this morning | 


churches of Chriſt ; for after ths flaying of the 


u Rer. 15, FE 17. ad xv. 1, 2. . xix. 8. 
w Pf. lxxü. Ty 8. 10, 11. if, 1s, 3. and xlix. 23. 


witneſſes, = 


A neeke will gettin, not of 3 of the . 
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witneſſes, there will be no more perſecution ; 


but a night of coldneſs, deadneſs, ſleepineſs, and 
carnal ſecurity, brought in by the Laodicean ſtate; 


of which church Chriſt complains, that it was 
neither hot nor cold, but !ukewarm, and therefore 
threatens to hu her aut of hits mouth * ; that 


| I5, unchureh her; and indeed after that, he will 


have no other church on earth in an imperfect Th 
7 r that will iFve in his perſonal coming; 1 
and with this entirely agrees the account our 
Lord gives of men at that time, that there will 
be very little grace in exerciſe; when be comes 
he'll find frares any faith on the earth, in exer- 


Nate, fo 


eiſe on himſelf, and with reſpect to his coming 


theſe days will be like the days of Noah and gh 17 
Lot, when men were eating and drinking; and 
marrying, and giving in marriage, and had no 
thought of what was coming upon themy: this 
will be the haſt night to the church: and 


dbhen 5 


Another morning "will come, when Chriſt, : 
| Yhe bright and morning-flar, ſhall appear, and 
bring on that day, which will laſt a thouſand 
. and which thouſand — will be as one 


* Rev. ili. 15, 16. = Luke 6th 3 xv'i 8. 
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5 day. Upon Chriſt 8 perſonal c coming „the dead 
in him will rife firſt ; they'll have the dominion 
Mm the morning of this day, the morning of the 

reſurrection which will now take place; for S 

reſt of the dead will not live till the evening of Po 

thus: day, or rather 'till the thouſand. years are 
ended. And i in this ſtate there will be no need : 

5 of the fun or of the moon to ſhine in it; for 

th glory of God will lighten, it, and the Lamb 

woll be the light thereof ; the fun ſhall be no 
more the light of men by day, neither for 

brightneſs ſhall the moon give light, but the 

5 Lord hall be an everlafling light, and the days 

/ mourning ſhall be ended * ; there will be no 
night in this ſtate, no ſetting 0 the ſun, or with- 
drawing « of the moon ; and after this, there will 
be no more night to the ſaints; but there will be 
an everlaſting one to the wicked, Who will riſe 
at the end of the thouſand years, and be judged, 
and be caſt into the lake of fire, into outer dark- 

neſs, even blackneſs of darkneſs, where will 
be weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing of tecth. 

Z Thus there will be a conſtant ſucceſſion of = 

morning and night, unto the end of time, which 

will fue 1 in an «verlaſting day to fore: and 1 in 2 


2 Rev. xxi. 23 If, Ix, 19, 20. 
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| an ends n to others 3. 1 now pro- 


cecd, 


IV To the exbortation upon all BOY E ye 


will enquire, enguire Ye; return, come. 


If you will enquire about the time of night, — 

and when the morning will come, enquire in — 
5 good earneſt, enquire ſeriouſly ; ſearch the ſerip- 
ture; look into the prophetic parts of it; tue 


ſeveral prophecies of the Old Teſtament, re- 


_ ſpecting both the ſpiritual and perſonal coming 
of Chriſt, and particularly the book of the Re- 
velation-; which 1 18 a prophetic hiſtory of events, 
that ſhould befal the church and the world, from | 
the firſt times of Chriſtianity, to the end of all 
5 things ; ; many of which have been fulfilled, and 
others remain to be fulfilled : carefully read over 
theſe accounts, and get the beſt help you can 
from thoſe who have ads: it their ſtudy to un- 
| derſtand, and explain the things written there- 
in; whereby you will in ſome meaſure. know 
what is come to paſs, and what is yet behind, "i 
And to reading add prayer and ſupplication, 28s 
Daniel did; who, after he had underſtood. by 5 


4 a "I the Pen paraphraſes WP. ES 6 The 1 
& ſaid, There is a reward for the righteous, and there is venge= {| 
£ ance for the mcked 3 * . them 1 —.— to the world . Ks 
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books, 
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books, by reading the bas of Jeremiah, 
when would be the end of the Baby loniſn cap- 
truity, the night he and his people were then 
in; ſet his face to ſeek the Lord by prayer and 
ſupplication, and had the time of the Mefliah's 
coming made known to him b: and whilſt you 
are enquiring either after the ſpiritual reign of 
Chriſt, or his ſecond coming to judgment, ons 
quire with modeſty and humility: not indulging 
a vain curiofity, or looking into things that you 
/ ought not, and which are not written, or fixing 
times and ſeaſons, which God has put in his own 
power. Return to the Lord by faith and repent- 
ance, from whom you have backſlidden in doc» 
trine and practice; who invites you fo to do, 
with promiſes of a gracious reception, and with 
the healing of all your backflidings ; as you ara 
of the Sardian church, hear what is ſaid unto 
you; Be watchful, and firengthen the things 
whack remain that are ready to die remember 
how thou haſt received and heard, and hold fall 
and repent< ; remember from whom and from 
| what you have gone back, and do your firſt 
works of faith and love, and hold faſt the old 


doctrines of the Reformation, then heard aud 


received, and abide by n. Come to the Lord 


b Nan, i it 2; 3, 24s t Rer. i il, 2, 8 
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dra 


as humble penitents ; let backſliders come for 
the freſh application of pardoning grace and 
| mercy; let ſenſible ſinners come to the perſon, 
blood, and righteouſneſs of Chriſt for juſtifica- 
tion and ſalvation; let them come to his word, 


and to his ordinances; ; The Shirit and the bride 1 


fo, Come ; and whoſoever will, let him take of 


tie water of life freely d; and ſuch who come to 
Chriſt aright, will bin. another day, theſe 3 
words ſpoken to them; Come, ye bleſſed of my — 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 


2 the ie foundation of the e 5 


© Rer. xzli. 17. : e © Mart, x XX, 30. 
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PROPOSALS 


Fer PuBLISHiNG by SUBSCRIPTION, 
A New, Elegant, and Correct Edition of 


no MAN N A 1 U R E, 


1 N 1TS 


FOUR- FOLD STATE, 
org e 


Primitive Lite egrity, entire Depravation, begun Reeo- | 


"TY an Conſummate Happineſs or Mitery ; - 


SUBSISTING IN 


5 The „ of Mankind in Paradife, the „ PRs the 


Regenerate, and all Mankind in the Future States --- 
CCC 7 
PRACTICAL DISCOURSES. 
| By the Reverend and Learned bs 
Mi. THOMAS. ROSTON, # 
Late Miniſter: of the Goſpel WE ETTRICK 
- Me. HERVEY's Recommendation of the above Work. : 


"ITHOUT ſaying any thing himſelf, the Publiſher begs | | 
leave to lay before ths Public what the great Mr, 


Hervey has ſaid of this intended Publication, in the firſt vo- 
lume of his Dialogues : ** See this work of grace, and procedure 
of converſion, more copiouſly diſplayed, in a valuable piece, 
entitled, Human Nature in its Fourfold-State, by Mr. Bos ro, 
which, in my opinion, is one of our beſt books for common 
readers. The ſentences are fhort, and the compariſons ſtriking: _ 
the language is eaſy, and the doctrine evangelical: the method 
Proper, the plan comprehenfive, the manner ſearching, yet con- 
Jolatory. If another celebrated treatiſe is ſtiled, The whole Duty 
N Man ; J would call this, The whole of Man; as it compriſes 
what he vas, originally: what he zs, by tranſgreſſion: what he 

| ould be, through grace: and then what he ll be, in glory.“ 


Conditions. I. That the Work ſhall be printed ona fine Demy 
Paper, and a beautiful large new Type. II. That a Number, 


_ confilting of Forty- eight large Octavo Pages, ſhall be publifhed 
every Fortnight, Price 6d, payable on Delivery. III That 
the wholeſhall, without failure, be compriſed 1n Ten Numbers. 
IV. It is intended to publiſh the firſt Number as ſoon as a 

ſufficient Quantity of Subſcribers can be procured, : 


It is requeſted, that thoſe who pleaſe to encourage ME new. | 


Edition of Mr. Bosron's FOURFOLD-STATE, would 
fend their Names, as ſoon as poſſible, to the Publiſher, J. 
CuALMERS, Printer, No. 81, Old Street; or to any of the 


Bookſellers mentioned! in the Title-page of this Sermon. 


Alſo juſt Publiſhed, A NEW SPELLING BOOK, 


| recommended by the Rev. Mr. KO M AIN E, &cc. 


